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Dear Families, We’ve had a jam packed two weeks full of learning across school. Reception and 

Key Stage 1 enjoyed a visit from the Animal Man, and Year 6 have marked their current topic with 

Australia Day this week. We continue to have a small number of positive COVID cases across 

school, and a current rise in chicken pox in Year 4, so please be vigilant for symptoms. There’s lots 

of infor-

mation on 

today’s 

newsletter so 

please read 

all sections! 

Mrs  

Highman  

Reading dens galore!  

Worry monsters 
Do you like our wonderful new ‘worry monsters’? 

They have been donated to school by a very talented 
knitter and are now on display in the library. If chil-
dren have any worries they do not want to say out 

loud, they can write them down and pop them in the 
box instead.  

PE Kit & school shoes 
For hygiene and safety purposes, please ensure 
all pupils have the correct PE kit in school at all 
times. School has a small number of spare kits 
but not in every size. If children do not have 
their kit with them and a spare cannot be 
found, children will complete some theory-
based learning around the session instead.  

It has been wonderful to see so 
many creative reading dens at 
home over the last fortnight as 
part of your reading passport—
well done! If you haven’t taken a 
look at our gallery on the school 
gates then don’t forget—we’ll add 
more photos each week! 

Parking 
Over the last fortnight we have had numerous re-
ports of cars parking on yellow lines, and cars dou-
ble parking outside school which is compromising 
the safety of pupils. The traffic warden does patrol 
regularly but please help us to protect our families 
and park safely, further away from school gates. 
Please also do not park in the school car park en-
trance—this must be kept free at all times for 
emergency access.  

Number Day 
Next Friday (4th Feb) we will be marking Number 
Day in school with an afternoon on fun maths ac-
tivities for the children. Don’t forget to access TT 
Rockstars and My Maths at home. We are also 

recommending a new free 
app ‘White Rose 1 minute 

maths’ which is easily 
downloadable to phones 

and tablets.   



 
 

Term time Tuesday 4th January 2022—Friday 18th February 2022 
Every Monday after school—Year 2 and Year 6 boosters 

Wednesdays & Fridays—Soccer 2000 extra curricular clubs  
Several Tuesdays throughout half term—Headstart sessions with Year 6 
Friday 4th February—Number Day (an afternoon of fun maths activities) 

Week beginning 14th February— Year 6 mock SATs 
Wednesday 16th February—Final swimming session for Year 4 pupils 

Thursday 17th February—Year 4 parent multiplication check meeting 2.40pm (letter to follow) 
Half term: Monday 21st February 2022 –Friday 25th February 2022 

 
Term time: Monday 28th February 2022—Friday 8th April 2022 

Wednesday 2nd March—Swimming starts for Year 3 pupils every Wednesday (letter to follow) 
Monday 14th March/Thursday 17th March—Year 4 bikeability (letter to follow) - different dates to originally advertised 

Friday 18th March—INSET Day—School closed to children 
Friday 1st April—extra curricular clubs finish 

Thursday 7th-Friday 8th April—Year 2 residential  (please remember to make payment) 
 

    Easter holidays: Monday 11th April—Friday 22nd April 
Term time: Monday 25th April 2022—Friday 27th May 2022 
  Half term Monday 30th May 2022—Friday 3rd June 2022 

Monday 6th June 2022 - School closed to children 
Term time: Tuesday 7th June 2022—Friday 22nd July 2022 

Friday 1st July—INSET Day—School closed to children 

2021-2022 KEY DATES 

COVID guidance 
Since Tuesday 11th January, the DfE has temporarily suspended confirmatory PCR testing following a positive result on a lat-
eral flow device (LFD). This means that for all education and childcare settings, staff and students who have tested (either at 
home or through ATS) and reported a positive LFD result will no longer be advised to get a confirmatory PCR test. 
This change is informed by public health advice. With high COVID-19 rates, the risk of a positive LFD result being false is very 
small. The DfE don’t need to ask people to do a confirmatory PCR unless they: 
· have symptoms (in which case they need to follow the stay at home guidance, self-isolate and order a PCR test) 
· wish to claim the Test and Trace Support Payment 
· have been advised to take a PCR test because they are in a clinically vulnerable group 
· have been advised to do so as part of a research or surveillance programme 

Anyone with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate and follow self-isolation guidance. Information on the new arrange-
ments can be found in the stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection. 
 
The 10 day self-isolation period for people who record a positive test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 5 full days 
days in most circumstances, unless you cannot test for any reason. Individuals may now take Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests 
on day 5 and day 6 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required to com-
plete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period and tests must 
be taken 24 hours apart. This also applies to children under 5, with LFD testing at parental or guardian discretion. If both 
these test results are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second neg-
ative test result and return to your education setting from day 6. 
 
If your child is experiencing symptoms or has had a positive Lateral Flow test or positive PCR test, please keep 
school office informed. We also request that you continue to wear a mask on school grounds and only come 
into school office if urgent – please phone or email messages to office@edwardtheelder.org.uk if possible.  

Mexican feast goes down a treat! 
Last Thursday we enjoyed a delicious Mexican meal which was a change to our 
usual school menu—it was so well received we may make some changes to our 

menu, in consultation with the pupils, after Easter! Watch this space! 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection?utm_source=11%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19

